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1) The newsletter provided information that was relevant to my practice.

2) The newsletter’s content was presented at an appropriate level of learning.

3) The newsletter was organized efficiently and effectively.

4) The length of the newsletter was appropriate.

❑   √

 

√

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑  

❑  

❑ 

❑ ❑ 

❑ ❑ 

❑ ≤ ❑ 

❑ ❑ ≥

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

❑ 

√

√

√

1) Feature Article: Oral anticancer therapy: billing and reimbursement issues

2) Networking Column: Status and challenges of erythropoiesis-stimulating agent reimbursement 

3) In the News

4) Medicare Part D Update

5) Current Medicare Part B Pricing

6) Reimbursement and Patient Assistance Hotlines for Oncology Drugs

1)  Would you like to have ACPE-accredited continuing education credits awarded for the material in this newsletter?

2)  Would you like to have ACCN-accredited continuing education credits awarded for the material in this newsletter?

3)  Would you like to have ACCME-accredited continuing education credits awarded for the material in the newsletter?

4) Would you be interested in receiving this newsletter online (with printable text)?



ACT
http://www.emend.com/ 
aprepitant/emend/
consumer/reimbursement/
what_is_act.jsp

Emend Reimbursement and 
Coverage http://www. 
emend.com/aprepitant/ 
emend/hcp/reimbursement_ 
coverage/index.jsp?WT.
svl=2  
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Learning Objectives 

 

Oral Anticancer Therapy: Billing and Reimbursement Issues 

After reading this article, the participant should be able to 

1. Distinguish between Medicare Parts A, B, and D. 
 

2. Describe coverage requirements for oral chemotherapeutic agents under Medicare Part B 
and Part D. 
 

3. Explain reimbursement rules for oral antiemetic agents under Medicare Part B and Part D. 
 

Status and Challenges of Erythropoiesis-Stimulating Agent Reimbursement 

After reading this column, the participant should be able to 

1. Describe the limitations of clinical studies evaluating erythropoiesis-stimulating agents 
(ESAs) in patients with cancer. 
 

2. State the Center for Medicare & Medicaid Services National Coverage Determination for 
patients receiving ESAs for nonrenal indications. 

 
3. Explain ESA-reimbursement and associated administration challenges for healthcare 

providers. 
 

Continuing Pharmacy Education Available 

 



Continuing Pharmacy Education Post-Test 
Syntaxx Communications, Inc. is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy 
Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. Syntaxx Communications, Inc. 

designates this continuing education program for 1.0 contact hours (0.1 CEU). Partial credit will not be offered. This 
newsletter was originally released in August 2008 and is eligible for credit through September 2009 (Universal 
Program Number: 299-999-08-299-H04-P). 
  

Cancer Care Reimbursement: The Latest Reimbursement-Related Regulatory and 
Legislative News for Hematology/Oncology Healthcare Professionals  

Summer 2008, Issue 1, Number 1 
Self-Assessment Questions 

Please circle the appropriate answer (and send this form along with the course evaluation form to Syntaxx 
Communications Inc, to receive continuing education credit (see below). 

 
  
Oral Anticancer Therapy: Billing and 
Reimbursement Issues 

1. Which part(s) of the Medicare program were 
designed to provide widespread coverage for 
outpatient prescription drugs? 

a. Part A 
b. Part B 
c. Part D 
d. All parts of the Medicare program 

provide widespread coverage of 
outpatient prescription drugs 

 
2. Medicare Part B should be billed for which of the 

following situations? 
a. Administration of oral chemotherapy 

containing the same active ingredients 
and used for the same indication as its 
injectable counterpart 

b. Self-administration injectable therapy 
c. Administration of oral antiemetics used 

as full replacements for IV therapy and 
administered within 24 to 48 hours of 
chemotherapy dose 

d. a & c 
 

3. Days 2 and 3 of combination antiemetic therapy 
(tri-pack) consisting of aprepitant, a 5-HT3 

a. True 

antagonist, and dexamethasone should be billed 
under Medicare Part D because these are take-
home medications. 

b. False 

Status and Challenges of Erythropoiesis-
Stimulating Agent  (ESA) Reimbursement 

4. In the 8 controlled studies demonstrating 
increased risk of death and/or tumor promotion 
for patients with cancer receiving ESAs, what 
were the target hemoglobin (Hgb) levels? 

a. 11–12 g/dL 
b. ≤ 12 g/dL 
c. ≥ 12 g/dL 
d. ≥ 13 g/dL 

 
5. Which of the following clinical recommendations 

is part of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services National Coverage Determination for 
use of ESAs in nonrenal indications? 

a. Following the final dose of 
myelosuppressive chemotherapy, ESA 
treatment may be continued as long as 
the prescribing physician deems 
clinically necessary 

b. If Hgb level is < 10 g/dL immediately 
before initiation or during the 
maintenance period, start ESA therapy 

c. ESAs are considered reasonable and 
effective for patients with anemia not 
related to cancer chemotherapy or 
associated with radiotherapy 

d. If rise in Hgb level is ≤ 1 g/dL after 4 
weeks of therapy, ESAs must be 
discontinued 
 

6. All prescribers who bill Medicare contractors 
must report the most recent hemoglobin or 
hematocrit level before administration of an ESA. 

a. True 
b. False

Please send my statement of credit to (PLEASE PRINT): 
 
Name___________________________________________________    Phone #_______________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________   E-mail: ________________________________ 
 

Return this AND the course evaluation form to: Syntaxx Communications, Inc.•305 W. Country Dr. • 
Duluth, GA 30097-5906 • Ph: 678.584.9503 • Fax: 678.584.9661 • E-mail: rdavidson@syntaxxcomm.com 



   Syntaxx Communications, Inc  
305 West Country Drive 
Duluth, GA 30097-5906 

Ph: 678.584.9503 Fax: 678.584.9661 
 

Course Evaluation Form 
 

Cancer Care Reimbursement: The Latest Reimbursement-Related Regulatory and Legislative News for 
Hematology/Oncology Healthcare Professionals Summer 2008 Volume 1 Number 1 

This continuing education course, which will be released in August 2008, is best suited for oncology pharmacists. This program was 
supported through educational donations from Amgen, Inc. and Onyx Pharmaceuticals and is offered to oncology pharmacists free of 
charge. The newsletter discusses billing and reimbursement issues for oral anticancer therapies and the status and challenges of 
erythropoiesis-stimulating agent reimbursement. This newsletter may discuss uses of oncology-related drugs that have not been approved 
by the US Food and Drug Administration. 

Syntaxx Communications, Inc. 
Completion Date: _________________________ 

Universal Program Number: 299-999-08-299-H04-P 
I certify that I have completed the above-named home study. 

______________________________________________ 
Signature 

Please send this form along with the post-test form to Syntaxx Communications, Inc. (see address/fax number below) to receive 
full continuing education credit. 

 
Using a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 indicating that you strongly disagree and 5 indicating that you strongly agree, please complete the following survey. NA=not 
applicable. 
         Disagree                                               Agree  
Newsletter Effectiveness Assessment (Please tick (√) the rating that best represents your opinion.) 
How well was the information presented? N/A 1 2 3 4 5 

1) The newsletter provided information that was relevant to my practice.       

2) The newsletter’s content was presented at an appropriate level of learning.       

3) The newsletter was organized efficiently and effectively.       

4) The length of the newsletter was appropriate.       

 
Please rate the overall value of the feature article and newsletter columns in this issue of the Cancer Care Reimbursement newsletter using the following 5 
point scale.  
1=not valuable         2=slightly valuable             3=valuable      4=very valuable          5=extremely valuable 
 
Feature Article/Columns Value Assessment (Please tick (√) the rating that best represents your opinion) 
How valuable were the following articles/columns to your practice? N/A 1 2 3 4 5 

1. Feature Article: Oral anticancer therapy: billing and reimbursement issues       

2. Networking Column: Status and challenges of erythropoiesis-stimulating agent 
reimbursement 

      

3. In the News       

4. Medicare Part D Update       

5. Current Medicare Part B Pricing       

6. Reimbursement and Patient Assistance Hotlines for Oncology Drugs       

 
If you answered “Disagree”, “Not Valuable”, or “No” to any of the questions, would you please explain: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What feature article topics or regular columns would you like to see in future issues? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
What reimbursement questions would you like the editorial board to address in future newsletters? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Suggestions for improving the value of the newsletter: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Please send my statement of credit to (PLEASE PRINT): 
Name____________________________________________________   Phone # ___________________________________________   
Address __________________________________________________   E-mail: __________________________________________ 
 

Return this form AND the posttest to: Syntaxx Communications, Inc.305 W. Country Dr .• Duluth, GA 30097-5906 •  
Ph: 678.584.9503 • Fax: 678.584.9661 • E-mail: rdavidson@syntaxxcomm.com 


